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ABSTRACT  
Background: This article aims to explore the role of da'wah, cultural communication and Islamic psychology in 
change. The psychological approach in Islamic studies is one of the approaches widely used to identify human 
behavior. Methods: This research is a qualitative research with a library research method based on reference 
searches sourced from several books and journals that can be accessed online through Scopus which are 
analyzed using bibliometric analysis with VOSviewer and analysis from Scopus. Findings: The findings indicate 
that effective forest and land fire prevention in Indonesia requires an integrated communication model that 
incorporates intercultural da'wah approaches, Islamic ethical guidance (e.g., MUI fatwas), socioecological 
perspectives, and cultural wisdom—especially in adapting message design using behavior change theories (TRA 
and TPB) to influence public attitudes and actions, particularly among farming communities who traditionally 
use burning practices for land clearing. Conclusion: This study concludes that an intercultural communication 
approach integrated with Islamic values, local wisdom, and behavioral theories can enhance the effectiveness of 
da'wah messages in preventing forest and land fires in multicultural communities. Novelty/Originality of this 
article: The novelty of this study lies in its integrative approach that combines da'wah, cultural communication, 
and Islamic psychology through bibliometric analysis to understand behavioral change in Islamic contexts. 
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1. Introduction  
 

The psychology of religion is a branch of psychology that studies how religious beliefs, 
practices, and experiences influence individuals' behavior, emotions, and thoughts 
(Widmann, 2022). It encompasses research on various aspects of religion, such as beliefs, 
rituals, spirituality, and the influence of religion on everyday life. The psychology of religion 
seeks to understand how religious factors influence well-being. psychological And behavior 
man as well as How These psychological aspects can contribute to a deeper understanding 
of religion and spirituality. 

According to Peter Connolly There is difference between psychology religion 
(psychology of religion) And psychology religious (religious psychology). Psychology 
religion refers to the application of psychological methods and data to the study of religious 
beliefs, experiences, and attitudes, while religious psychology refers to the use of 
psychological methods and data by religious people for the purpose of enriching And or 
defend belief, experience And behavior religious (Leventhal et al., 1965). 
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 The psychology of religion is a controversial field that deals with the truth or falsity 
of religious beliefs, and offers an arena in which radically different accounts of religious 
phenomena can be presented. The psychology of religion in the context of the 
communication process approach is interesting and important to study further. How are the 
components communication plays a role under development aspect cognition, affection and 
conation for change attitude in life religion become important For discussed in Islamic 
studies. 

Islamic studies reached a peak in ancient times, which helped the development of 
science in later times. This is due to several reasons, one of which is the internal drive of 
Islam1 to seek knowledge without time constraints (Spielberger et al., 2017). Several 
important revelations (nash) regarding science have become the support and response of 
Islam to science and civilization which made the scientific tradition so fertile and vibrant in 
the following periods 2 including the psychology of religion approach (Albarracín, 2002). 

The psychology of religion in the context of the communication process approach is 
interesting and important to study further (Li et al., 2013). How are the components 
communication plays a role under development cognitive aspects, affection and conation 
for changes in attitudes in religious life becomes important to discuss in Islamic studies. 

Islamic Psychology is a branch of psychology that integrates the principles of modern 
psychology with Islamic teachings and values. In Islamic Psychology, concepts related to the 
human soul, behavior, and mentality are understood within the framework of Islamic beliefs 
and teachings. For example, the concepts of nafs (soul), ruh (spirit), and qalb (heart) in Islam 
play an important role in understanding emotional and mental conditions. human. Islamic 
psychology also emphasizes the importance of human relationship with Allah (taqwa), as 
well as behavior that is in harmony with Islamic teachings as a way to achieve psychological 
and spiritual balance. 

In addition, Islamic Psychology highlights aspects such as mental well-being, self-
control, and good morals as part of holistic mental health. Healing in this psychology is often 
associated with spiritual approaches such as dhikr, prayer, and introspection to improve 
psychological conditions. Islamic Psychology seeks to unite the spiritual and mental needs 
of humans with the ultimate goal of achieving happiness in this world and the hereafter 
through a harmonious approach between psychological science and Islamic teachings. 

 The case of forest and land fires became interesting to study after the Indonesian 
Ulema Council/Majelis Ulama Indonesia (MUI) issued a Fatwa prohibiting deforestation and 
burning of forests and land. The MUI Fatwa related to the prohibition of burning is FATWA 
MUI no 30 years 2016 concerning the Law on Forest and Land Burning and its Control and 
MUI FATWA No. 86 of 2023 concerning the Law Global Climate Change Control. This MUI 
fatwa is in line with the prohibition in the Qur'an which is commanded by Allah in the 
Qur'an:  

 
"Eat and drink from Allah's sustenance (given) and do not roam the earth causing 
mischief" (QS al-Baqarah: 60). 
 
"And do not cause mischief on the face of the earth, after (Allah) fix it And pray to Him 
with flavor Afraid (won't accepted) And hope (will granted). Indeed grace Allah very close 
to people who did good” (QS al-A'râf: 56). 
 
The history of forest and land fires in Indonesia has experienced a significant decline 

when seen from fire great Which happen on 2015 as wide as more from 2.6 million hectares 
And year 2019 as wide as more from 1.6 million hectares And year 2021 only approximately 
350,000 hectares as described in Figure 1. 
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Fig. 1. Fire forest And land period 2015 – 2021  

(The State of Indonesia's Forest, 2022) 
 

When a fire occurs forest and land so emissions produced Also to increase so that 
prevention need done For press height Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions. Communication 
that invites the community to want to prevent forest and land fires is persuasive 
communication and one way is through preaching that aims to strengthen faith and provide 
life guidance to protect the earth and the environment (Chen, 2014, 2015). In a multicultural 
context, cultural communication is the key to the success of preaching because culture 
influences the reception of messages (Larson, 2009). 
 

 
Fig. 2. Emission which produced in fire forest and land period 2015 – 2020  

(The State of Indonesia's Forest, 2022) 

 
This article examines the perspective of cultural communication in da'wah through 

communication theory and interdisciplinary approaches from cultural science, semiotics, 
and social sciences. John Fiske's theory of meaning construction and other intercultural 
communication theories highlight the influence of local cultural values, norms, and symbols 
(Tannenbaum et al., 2015). The cultural approach is influential in inviting the community to 
want to prevent forest and land fires. 

 

2. Methods 
 

This article is a qualitative research with the characteristic of data (Afrizal, 2019). in 
the form of concepts and descriptive descriptions based on a literature review that 
examines communication, culture, psychology, especially in the study of Islam. The data 
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search was conducted through the Scopus database and 33 articles were found. use 
keywords Culture, Psychology, Religion, And Islam (TITLE - ABS KEY (culture AND 
psychology AND Islam AND communication). Then analyzed with Scopus to examine 
aspects of the year of publication of the article, the subject area of the research conducted, 
and the countries that have conducted this research. The results of this data processing will 
show the position of the research being conducted and the potential for innovation that will 
emerge. The search results for this article will also be analyzed. with use VOSviewer to see 
position article in the period 1990 – 2020 as shown in Figure 3. 

 

 
Fig, 3. Results search through VOSviewer For see research position 

 
Based on year rise article most Lots in year 2020 as much as 4 article and in 2019 there 

were 2 articles as shown in Figure 4. 
 

 
Fig. 4.  Data article based on year published (Scopus) 

 
Article Which produced during period time 2016 – 2024 most Still focuses on the 

topics of medicine (45.8%), social science (16.7%), nursing (12.5%), Art and \humanism 
(10.4%) And psychology (8.3%) like shown in Figure 5. 
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Fig. 5. Data article based on area research 

 
Country Which produce study more Lots is United States of America as many as 8 

articles and English as many as 6 articles. 
 

 
Fig. 6. Data article based on country 

 

3. Results and Discussion 
 

In 2015, Indonesia experienced major forest and land fires covering around 2.6 million 
hectares or four and a half times the size of the island of Bali. The fires were caused by 
artificial fires. man, around more from 100,000 Which used For preparation land 
agriculture Because the cost Which cheap. Year 2015, Fire in Indonesia is estimated to cost 
USD 16.1 billion or IDR 221 trillion. 4 The causes of fires in Indonesia and other tropical 
countries are mainly due to by aspect anthropogenic. Reason fire happen in a way accidental 
or deliberate. How to manage fire prevention properly is also still unclear, including finding 
key components to identify fire sources and safe land use. 5 Referring to research results 
which show that forest and land burning is common done by man so role studies Islam to 
be relevant And important. This consideration also underlies the MUI in issuing fatwa no. 
30/2016 concerning the prohibition of deforestation and forest burning and land that is 
issued on July 27, 2016 and FATWA MUI No. 86 of 2023. MUI Fatwa This should be included 
in the missionary communication that invites the community not to burn forests and land. 

 Da'wah is an activity of conveying religious messages that aims to strengthen faith and 
provide life guidance for society. In an increasingly multicultural global context, 
intercultural communication is a key factor in the success of da'wah, because cultural 
diversity affects the way society receives and understands messages. This article discusses 
the perspective of intercultural communication in da'wah through a study of several 
relevant communication theories. Interdisciplinary approaches from political science, 
cultural studies, semiotics, and social sciences are used to explore how da'wah messages 
can be adapted to be effective in diverse societies. John Fiske, in Introduction to 
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Communication Studies, emphasizes the importance of understanding the meanings 
constructed and exchanged in the communication process. This article also highlights other 
intercultural communication theories to see how local cultural values, norms, and symbols 
influence the reception of da'wah messages. Through an understanding of different cultural 
and social contexts, it is hoped that da'wah can be more inclusive, relevant, and able to 
create harmonious dialogue in a multicultural society. 

The success of preaching in diverse societies depends greatly on the ability to 
understand and apply intercultural communication effectively. Da'wah, as one of the 
important activities in religion, must pay attention to cultural differences so that the 
message conveyed can be well received by various community groups (Nabi & Myrick, 
2018). Sensitivity to these differences is very important so that da'wah does not only 
function as a means of conveying information, but also as a means of building deeper 
understanding. 

Intercultural communication plays a central role in building a harmonious dialogue 
between the preacher and the audience who come from different cultural backgrounds. In 
the context of preaching, effective communication is one that is able to penetrate cultural 
boundaries and open up space for dialogue and mutual understanding. Without 
understanding the cultural context of the audience, the message of preaching has the 
potential to be misinterpreted or not achieve the expected goals. Therefore, it is important 
for preachers to understand the basic principles of intercultural communication in order to 
be able to bridge the existing differences. Intercultural communication in preaching is not 
only limited to delivering messages, but also functions as a bridge of understanding between 
the preacher and the audience. In a multicultural society, differences in values, norms, and 
perspectives on religion and everyday life affect how messages are received and 
interpreted. Through an approach that respects these differences, preaching can play a 
broader role as a medium to promote tolerance and mutual understanding between 
cultures. 
 
3.1 Elements communication in al- qur'an 
 

The Qur'an, as the holy book of Islam, contains numerous verses that convey messages 
about communication. It describes how Allah sends messages to humanity through His 
prophets and messengers. For instance, Prophet Muhammad was sent to deliver God's 
revelations to mankind. The Qur'an highlights the power of words to influence human 
thoughts, emotions, and actions. Words are often used to offer advice, provide motivation, 
or serve as reminders for humanity. Furthermore, the Qur'an encourages Muslims to 
communicate in a good and honest manner. It teaches the importance of speaking the truth, 
avoiding slander, and treating others with fairness and kindness. In addition, the Qur'an 
emphasizes the value of attentive listening. It advises people to pay close attention and be 
mindful of the messages conveyed, whether in daily conversations or in receiving divine 
revelations. The Qur'an also offers guidance on how Muslims should convey religious 
messages to others. Prophets such as Abraham, Moses, and Muhammad employed various 
strategies of persuasion and preaching to influence others' thoughts and behaviors. Lastly, 
the Qur'an provides instructions for resolving conflicts peacefully through effective 
communication and wise decision-making. 
 
3.2 Theory the reason action and theory the planned behavior 
 

Theory of reasons action (TRA) is a psychological model that aims to explain and 
predict human behavior in certain contexts. The main component of this theory is focusing 
on a person's intention to behave. in a certain way, which is influenced by beliefs and 
attitudes they towards the behavior (Hardeman et al., 2011; Passos et al., 2013). This theory 
describes a person's behavior as predictable by looking desire audience And his attitude to 
subjective norms. The assumption attitude can predicted through trust And norm 
subjective. Researchers agree with This theory is because the use of this theory allows 
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researchers to design messages that can influence farmers' attitudes towards forest and 
land fire prevention by increasing their belief in the importance of forest and land fire 
prevention measures. Public trust in desired attitudes and how the audience evaluates these 
attitudes can influence attitude change (Hügel & Davies, 2020). Normative beliefs and the 
desire to comply with existing norms can influence audience attitudes in responding to 
forest fire prevention in climate change (Hale et al., 2002; Montano & Kasprzyk, 2015). 
Study Which use theory TRA Wrong the only one conducted in Vietnam, namely the theory 
of environmentally conscious behavior in the prevention of dengue fever which was applied 
to 796 students in Vietnamese. Results study show that attitude student have influence 
significant to desire in act, temporary the influence of subjective norms is not dominant. 
Other factors that influence students' attitudes are past experiences, knowledge, and 
gender. Findings This own implications important for study change attitude (Nguyen et al., 
2018). 

This theory is divided into two main components, namely attitudes towards behavior 
and subjective norms. Attitudes towards behavior reflect an individual's positive or 
negative evaluation of the behavior, while subjective norms represent pressure social 
Which felt individual For do or not perform the behavior (Dewi & Zein, 2017). This theory 
has also been applied in various behavioral contexts, including decision making in consumer 
Which care to the problem environment and social (Shaw et al., 2015). This theory also has 
been used to predict and explain individual intentions in using e-government services with 
research results finding a significant correlation between attitudes, subjective norms, and 
intentions in using the service (Gultom et al., 2020; Alryalat et al., 2020; Abu-Shanab, 2021). 

Researchers have different opinions regarding the addition of constructs in the TRA 
model, namely the relationship between model components and their ability to predict as a 
whole (Shaw et al., 2015). Some criticisms are also directed at the TRA theory which is 
limited only as cross-sectoral model and there needs to be an in-depth study of the impact 
of national culture and its relationship to the components contained in the TRA. Some study 
show connection Which more strong seen in cultural aspects with influence the power that 
tall (Hassan et al., 2016). The results of other studies show attitudes Individuals and water 
saving activities in daily life have a positive but insignificant influence on subjective norms 
(Untaru et al., 2016). 

The limitations of TRA gave rise to a new theory, namely the theory of planned 
behavior (TPB). Both of these theories have been widely used in studying human behavior 
and decision-making processes in various fields such as health, marketing, and psychology. 
The main components of these two theories are TRA emphasizes behavior that is 
determined by the strength of a person's intention to carry out the behavior and how much 
control the person has in carrying out the behavior (Hardeman et al., 2011; Veludo-de-
Oliveira et al., 2017), while the components of the TPB theory are to expand theory TRA 
with add control behavior which is perceived as a key component, emphasizing that 
behavioral intentions determined by attitudes toward the behavior, subjective norms, and 
perceived behavioral control (Hardeman et al., 2011; Robert et et al., 2014). 

The main difference between TRA and TPB lies in the inclusion of perceived behavioral 
control as a component in TPB which is absent in TRA (Hardeman et al., 2011; Ajzen, 2020). 
Both theories discuss the role of attitudes and subjective norms in predicting behavior 
(Littlejohn et al., 2016). However, TRA emphasizes the influence of attitudes and subjective 
norms on behavioral intentions, while TPB adds behavioral control which is felt as 
determinants of intentions and behavior (Ajzen, 2020; Hardeman et al., 2011; Roberto et al., 
2014; Veludo-de-Oliveira et al., 2017). 
 
3.3 Approach socioecology And culture in prevention forest fires 
 

Socioecological, economic, and cultural approaches play a crucial role in preventing 
forest and land fires. Each approach offers a unique perspective that helps deepen our 
understanding of the root causes behind these disasters. While the socioecological approach 
focuses on the relationship between humans and their environment, the economic and 
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cultural approaches address underlying incentives and traditional practices. Together, 
these perspectives complement one another to form a more holistic and effective strategy 
for prevention. 

 
3.3.1 Approach Socioecology 

 
The socioecological approach sees forest and land fires as the result of complex 

interactions between humans and nature, where unsustainable land use practices and 
climate change increase the risk of fire. This Also emphasize importance guard balance 
between activity man And health ecosystem.  Socioecological activities covering 
development strategy in interaction between humans And natural, rule use environment by 
man, and the principles of conservation and environmental protection (Topchiyev & Sych, 
2020). 

The socioecological model provides a multidimensional perspective on social and 
ecological systems, emphasizing interconnectedness, energy and matter flows, and 
feedbacks (Boyd, 2020). Socio-ecological systems theory recognizes the interactions 
between society and natural systems, highlighting the human sources of ecological change 
and the driving forces that motivate human action (Petrosillo et al., 2018). Socio-ecology 
seeks to overcome the view long Which separate man And natural. Environmental 
sociologist has play a role important in develop analysis of human interaction with the 
environment through various approaches, such as human ecology and system integrated 
human-nature (Caniglia & Mayer, 2021). 

The field of human ecology focuses on the interrelationships between humans and the 
natural environment with an emphasis on understanding how human interactions affect 
ecological systems. Environmental sociology involves the study of social interactions and 
social dynamics related to environmental issues such as social influences on the formation 
of public attitudes, behaviors, and decisions regarding the environment. Environmental 
sociology has contributed to a broader understanding of How factor social, culture, politics, 
And economy interacts with the environment and influences human attitudes towards 
environmental issues. Community knowledge when linked to culture can be a driving force 
in mobilizing the community to participate in suggested activities (Kumpu, 2022; Sa'ban et 
al., 2021). Impressive developments in the fields of human ecology, environmental 
sociology, and political ecology provide valuable contributions in formulating sustainable 
solutions and policies in facing today's environmental challenges. 
  
3.3.2 Approach culture burn as wisdom local 
 

Culture influences and is influenced by environmental sustainability in economic 
systems, emphasizing the need for a moral perspective in promoting sustainable economic 
growth (Venkatesan, M, 2021). When culture is seen as an ecology, it can be treated as a 
system, opening up multiple perspectives in understanding how culture functions and 
influence governance and funding decisions (Holden, 2023). The practice of burning is 
culturally practiced in many parts of the world. Some countries such as Indonesia And 
Canada Also do practice burn forest For opening up agricultural land. It's just that there is a 
systems approach taken some differences from the aspects of Perceptions, authority, and 
jurisdiction; Governance, laws, and management; Access, accreditation, and training; 
Liabilities and insurance; Capacity and resources (Hoffman et al., 2022) and Policy 
environment; Policy barriers; and Impacts on practices (Megawati et al., 2024). 

Most Indonesian people are farmers who need land. Because land is limited, forests are 
often cleared for farming, even though cutting and burning trees is prohibited by law. 
However, there are exceptions in local wisdom that allow burning up to 2 hectares per 
family with local plants, which are maintained so that does not spread the fire from the 
burning. The results of the study showed the role of local wisdom in forest fire prevention 
is constitutionally recognized And can help prevent fire forest Which big (Nasution, 2020). 
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Traditional forest burning in Indonesia is a way of clearing land in agriculture allowed 
And except from considered as criminal acts in Indonesia. However, this exception should 
not be interpreted to mean that all traditional forest burning practices are sustainable. 
Changes in habitat, socio-cultural conditions, and economics can make practice Which in the 
past sustainable This No in accordance in context And environment certain. 

This discussion of the environmental damage caused by traditional forest burning 
practices is not intended to call for a total ban on the practice, nor does it suggest that 
aggressive criminal law enforcement is necessary. Discussion This intended in explain 
practice which should be protected and which should be handled through various 
approaches to minimize damage (Fajrini, 2022). 

The causes of fires in Indonesia and other tropical countries, especially due to by aspect 
anthropogenic. Reason fire happens by chance or is done intentionally. People's habits in 
cleaning land with method burn Also is Wrong One triggers for peat fires widespread (Yasir 
et al., 2021). Research shows that 69% of people clear land by cutting down bushes and then 
burning them (Arifudin et al., 2019). 

Culture burn No only done in Indonesia but Also in Canada is known for Indigenous-
led Fire Stewardship . Canada has experienced many forest fires. In reviving the governance 
of land clearing by burning by indigenous people, need to remove barriers and appreciate 
local wisdom and different experiences. Steps needed include redressing power imbalances, 
building capacity, and supporting a culture of burning without excessive supervision. 
Intensive communication must occur early on with sufficient frequency and must take into 
account land governance and non- Indigenous values. 

Colonial prejudice and misinformation remain barriers. Better communication about 
the benefits of indigenous burning management is needed to change colonial perceptions 
for the benefit of Canadians (Hoffman et al., 2022). Research shows that role And not quite 
enough answer actor, institutional structure, heterogeneity of rural areas, fire phenomena, 
and The role of forests is a major factor in fire prevention. With collaboration between the 
actors involved, the fire management system which can be more effective in preventing and 
reducing the risk of fire (Goncalves, 2020). However, the technical aspects of good forest 
fire prevention management are still unclear, including finding key components in 
identifying fire sources and how to use land safely (Cattau et al., 2016). 

Researcher agree that approach culture emphasize importance understand the value 
And tradition local Which influence interaction public with the forest And land, as well as 
integrating knowledge local in fire prevention. In addition, education and public awareness 
regarding fire prevention fire, through use symbol culture or local narratives can make 
forest fire prevention messages more effective and relevant (Hovland et al., 2021). The 
approaches of these three fields complement each other in understanding the complexity of 
interactions between humans and the environment and highlight the importance of the 
interrelationships between social, cultural, and economic aspects in achieving sustainability 
goals. 

Socio-ecological, cultural and economic aspects are also considered understand factors 
contextual Which influence attitude humans in the context of climate change. Local cultural 
wisdom is important in encouraging changes in attitudes. This framework can be used to 
provide new contributions to the development of model design message forest fire 
prevention Which can implemented in forest fire prevention efforts in Indonesia (Gunawan 
et al., 2016). Socioecological, economic, and cultural factors are also important in the 
analysis in this study. 

Several communication experts have developed effective communication models to 
enhance audience awareness, particularly in delivering messages related to the prevention 
of forest and land fires. These models aim to improve how messages are received, 
understood, and acted upon by the public. Among the notable contributions are the Osgood 
and Schramm Circular Model (Schramm, 1954), the Theory of Consonance and Dissonance 
(Van Cuilenburg & Noomen, 1984), Maletzke's Model of Mass Communication Process 
(Maletzke, 1963), and Rogers and Shoemaker’s Model of Innovation Diffusion (Rogers & 
Shoemaker, 1971). Other important models include the Transmission Model of News 
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Learning (Comstock, 1978; Lemal & Van den Bulck, 2009), the Model of Differential 
Audience Reach (Claus, 1968), the Communication Campaign Model (Nowak & Warneryd, 
1985), the Channel Model for Forest Fire Prevention Prediction (Soewarso, 2003), and the 
Message Design Communication Model (Venus, 2019). 

Based on the model created by the experts, the author tries to create a model 
framework based on the 9 roots that the author cited. The model is as shown in Figure 7. 

 

 
Fig. 7. Model communication in change attitude and behavior (9 communication model experts) 

 

4. Conclusions 
 

Effective communication can raise public awareness and educate about forest and land 
fire prevention practices and mobilize support to involve all stakeholders. The integration 
of da'wah, cultural communication and Islamic psychology is very helpful in increasing the 
effectiveness of communication results. In summary, the main cultural considerations in 
intercultural communication during da'wah include the impact of cultural paradigms, 
empathy and antipathy, and challenges related to interactional mismatches and 
stress/adaptation. These considerations have implications for message delivery, which can 
lead to potential misunderstandings and operational difficulties, while emphasizing the 
importance of cultural sensitivity and adaptation. In addition, from a linguistic perspective, 
the influence of language factors in intercultural communication and the management of 
intercultural difficulties are important aspects that must be considered. Some theories that 
can be considered for effective changes in attitudes and behavior are The Reason Action 
Theory and The Planned Behavior Theory which explain how changes in attitudes can be 
achieved by understanding the intentions that exist in each individual. 
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